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owner of three estates, and he lived in the extravagant fashion
which was traditional in his class. His children were
expensively, though not very efficiently, educated* The girls
were sent to schools in England and in France, and the boys,
with the exception of John Howard, were sent to Cambridge*
It is the custom now among Irish intellectuals to deride the
novels of Charles Lever, and to deny that they offer a veracious
picture of the Irish people. Nevertheless, Lever was a
faithful chronicler of his times, and his portraits of the Anglo-
Irish and their retainers among the Celtic Irish were true,
The gay and extravagant households where the men were
bold and brave and drunken, and the women were beautiful
and sometimes indiscreet, existed* The Anglo-Irish morally
and spiritually ceased to exist on the day that the Union
between England and Ireland was made* Their lives there-
after were passed in a rapid process of degeneration. They
might have recovered themselves had they lived on better
terms with their tenants, but they abandoned their respon-
sibilities and demanded only their privileges* If the gentle-
men of Ireland a hundred years ago had accepted the obliga-
tions of their class, we probably would not now be lamenting
the lapse of Ireland into a slough of despond from which she
will be slow to emerge. The signs were plentiful* Maria
Edgeworth plainly portrayed the end in Castle Rackrent*
Lever, too, had they read him with penetration, must have
made them realise that their career was. downwards, that
soon all they had would be lost, and aristocracy would perish
out of Ireland, leaving in its place a ruck of greedy peasants
whose sons would turn easily to murder in the pretence that
they were performing deeds of patriotism* Lord Castle-
reagh had better have cut his throat before he did than live
the year or two longer which enabled him to destroy the
Irish Parliament and make himself the spiritual ancestor
of the Sinn Fein gunman* But the gentlemen of Ireland